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and civilization. A fair world cannot forget the civilizations, sciences and knowledge
Arabic carried to the world from ancient times. It is also a language of communication
among Middle Eastern populations, and not a few Islamic communities; because it is a

language of worship, literature, and culture.
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Foreseeing The Future of Arabic Language

Prof. Saleh bin Hamad Al-Suhaibani

Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to

the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

Summary:

The United Nations is the largest and most comprehensive multilateral international
political organization in the world, both in terms of the number of its member states,
which currently exceeds more than 190 countries representing a geographical area
of all the world’s continents. The UN plays a major role in shaping global politics,
maintaining international peace and security, protecting human rights, promoting
sustainable development, etc. The UN is connected to many main bodies, specialized
organizations, councils, agencies, programs, committees, centers, research, and
training institutes; numbering nearly 70 bodies and organizations distributed around the

world and covering all fields and disciplines.

Surely languages represent the real link between nations and people, and ensure
direct communication and effective participation, especially with regard to the UN’s
pursuit to realize its goals. Moreover, languages are also the intellectual environment
of peoples in which the UN stressed and called that multilingualism must be preserved
and maximized so that the trends, goals, and actions of the UN are understood by the
widest possible range of beneficiaries and reach a wider scale of the general public.
The UN and some of its concerned bodies have adopted many measures from 1946 to
the present day to ensure more effective communication between all peoples

of the world.

This part of the valuable publication comes, in an attempt, to unlock potentials to
enable Arabic influence, existence and uses in the UN and related bodies all over

the world. As we know, Arabic is a language of growth and giving, a bright history
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Difficulties and Obstacles Confronting the
Enablement of Arabic Language in the
United Nations

Prof. lbrahim Albalawi

Former Permanent Delegate of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
to UNESCO

Summary:

The paper inspects the difficulties that face Arabic language enablement in the
United Nations. In an attempt to identify and understand these obstacles and work to
overcome them, the research debates several issues related to the presence of Arabic
in international organizations. The paper aims to visit the efforts of UN member
states in supporting and empowering Arabic contributions, deliberate on cultural and
linguistic pluralism issues, discuss means of enablement, and highlight the current
situation of translation from and into Arabic within the organization itself. The overall
study is based on the resolutions and reports released by the General Assembly and

the General Conference.
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Chapter Two

The Effect of the Adoption of the Arabic
Language in the United Nations

Prof. Nasser bin Abdullah al-Ghali

Professor of Sociolinguistics at King Saud University

Summary:

The adoption of the Arabic language in the United Nations constitutes a unique
event, and a new practice that is reflected in the Arabic language itself, and its
societies. Thus makes it very important to explore and analyze the subject to find out
what this adoption built to it, and based on this importance, this study comes to discuss
the adoption of the Arabic language in the United Nations, track how it attended in the
international organization, evaluate its reality, and compare it with other languages, and

shed light on the impact of its presence on the cultural and civilizational levels.
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first emerged. Only three years after the establishment of the UN, the presence of

the Arabic language was recorded on November 17, 1948, during the third session

of the General Conference of UNESCO in Beirut, in which the Arabic language was
present for the first time. Afterwards, it progressed successively (whether at the UN
headquarters in New York or within the UN ecosystem in general), up to the stage of
limited adoption on December 18, 1973, and then full adoption in the eighties. Last but
not least, in October 2012 UNESCO approved the celebration of the International Day
of the Arabic Language, whose first activities were launched on December 18, 2012,

and has been continued on the same date annually.

Adoption was not easy, but it required strenuous efforts in all its stages. Even after
the adoption, there were reservations from some countries and attempts to express
objection and annoyance or even efforts to downplay the importance of the step, which

has been documented and answered within this research.

19



goaoll o cla A donll oam

Lylai Laglai gi Lidyg 1 puiviy aoun ¥g

Chapter Two

Historical Circumstances for the Presence
and Adoption of the Arabic Language at
the United Nations

Dr. Saud Bin Saleh Kateb

Former Undersecretary of the Saudi Ministry of Foreign
Affairs for Public Diplomacy

Summary:

This research deals with the historical circumstances of the presence and adoption
of the Arabic language as an official and working language in the UN. The research
begins with the necessary answer to the first question that may come to mind in this
regard, which is: What is the importance of this step, and is it really worth the trouble?
The answer to this question was addressed from a different perspective, represented
in clarifying the important role of a language as a soft power that states are keen
to employ to enhance and strengthen their international position and achieve their
foreign policy goals, through several important factors of influence, attractiveness, and
persuasion. Especially when it is within the most important and largest international
organization in terms of the number of member states, and the geographical spread of

its activities.

Subsequently, the research seeks mainly to visit all the historical tracks and
documents that establish the journey of the presence of the Arabic language in the UN.
For a better understanding, it requires going back and starting from the first historical
stage that preceded the establishment of the international organization itself. This
historical stage represents the League of Nations, which, since its establishment in
1919, realized its need for a common working language for international dialogues.
Therefore, both French and English languages were adopted to carry out its work.

After the establishment of the UN in 1945, it was not long before the Arabic language
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Chapter One

Cultural and Linguistic Pluralism in
International Organizations

Mr. Hani Al-Mugqbel
Chairman of the Executive Council of ALECSO

Summary:

International organizations nowadays consider cultural and linguistic pluralism a
requirement of life. It reduces the communicative distance between the peoples of
the world and removes the barriers of cultural isolation between people despite their
different languages and various scientific experiences. In harmony with this vision, this
research refers at the same time to the consideration of multilingualism, which affects
positively (not negatively), protects the functional role of language, and reinforces the
positive message of acceptable multilingualism that serves the community and its own
and global identity. The research deals with multilingualism, recognizing the language
and culture of others away from linguistic bias or trivial and useless linguistic conflicts

and disputes that negatively affect society and its cultural identity.

Multilingualism bears the idea of coexistence, showing its impacts and enhancing
human connection. Coexistence, as the researcher strongly believes, is one of the
manifestations that sparks humanity and civilization and witnesses the interdependence
of mankind, in the context of communication, enhancing presence, accepting others,
and sharpening thinking for achievements. Coexistence is the core of a culture that

makes us proud.

Although research that focused on the reality of the Arabic language and its impact
on multiculturalism in international organizations is rare, this research calls for directing
attention to the Arabic language and its global cultures. This research represents a
valuable civilized contribution to Arabic, and its diverse cultural presence outside its
narrow scope, and highlights the efforts of Saudi Arabia in serving the policy of cultural

and linguistic pluralism.
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eighth decade; specifically to 1973, the date of the adoption of the Arabic language as

an official language in the UN.

Both researchers realize that this is the interest goal and purpose of historical survey
studies. The nature of the study and its inductive approach dictated that it be confined
exclusively to the most prominent historical stages and issues in the path of forming the
Arabic linguistic reality, from the phase of national liberation to the days of construction
and development during the middle of the 20th Century. It represents indeed a
complex path that Arabic has been taking to regain its position and roles regionally and

internationally.
The research consists of three main chapters:

Section I: includes an analytical reading of the links between the Arabic language

and issues of national sovereignty and the national bloc in postcolonialism.

Section Il: is devoted to reviewing the status of the Arabic language in the

international linguistic battlefield and the developments of its opposite positions.

Section Il is dedicated to visit a number of historical milestones and important

issues closely related to Arabic matters.
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Arabic at The International Level:
Issues and Milestones

Dr. Salim M. AlMalik
H.E. Director-General of the Islamic World Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ICESCO)

&

Mr. Adel Bouraoui
Advisor to ICESCO Director-General (DG)

Summary:

The paper seeks to examine the general features and common phenomena that
characterized the situation of the Arabic language regionally and internationally prior
to its adaptation as an official language of the United Nations. The approach followed
in conducting the research is inductive, combined description and analysis, and with
a comprehensive combinatory reading that highlights events, developments, and
situations geographically dispersed through time. To avoid projecting the past onto
the present, both researchers have tried to bring, as far as possible, the testimonies,
documentations, and records available for the studied era. Both researchers are devoid
of the prejudices in which our present representation of issues of historical extension

and of the fateful issues attached to our collective existence and consciousness.

This topic, nevertheless, had focus on common features and commonalities. In
the context of dealing with the domestic conditions of the Arabic language in some
countries, both researchers investigate the representative models and common
features. The researchers, however, do not claim that they created a comprehensive
historical briefing and precise monitoring of the course of developments witnessed by

the reality of the Arabic language from the early decades of the 20th Century until the
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In conclusion, | would like to express my sincere gratitude for the great efforts made
by the researchers in dealing with the topics of the book, despite the lack of sources,
and their preoccupation with their many other works. | also would like to acknowledge
the King Salman Global Academy for Arabic Language for providing me with the
opportunity to work on the editing of this book, and to work with a group of researchers
and officials in various international organizations. If it had not been for the blessings of
God first, and the support of His Excellency the Advisor of the Academy, Dr. Mahmoud

bin Abdullah Al-Mahmoud, this work would not have been in your hands.

Editor

Dr. Bandar bin Abdulaziz Alghmaiz
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Chapter One

With this Resolution No.3190, issued approximately fifty years ago, Arabic became
an official language in the United Nations. A language of hundreds of millions in the
Arab world and other countries of the world, a language that carries in its heritage and
culture a lot to offer to the organization and benefit from it, and in which the United
Nations Organization becomes its six official languages: English, French, Spanish,

Russian, Chinese and Arabic.
There are three main aspects that falls into this historic resolution:

First: Considering the justifications of this decision from the point of view of the
General Assembly in the United Nations and the role of the Arab countries in that;
because a state, as Fassi Fihri believes, “is a key player in the linguistic decision-
making, and is responsible for the fate of the official language within and behind
its borders”. This helps us to understand the linguistic diplomacy in which the Arab

countries succeeded once and faced many challenges in other times.

Second: Studying the influence and outcomes of this resolution on other resolutions
of the assembly, such as those related to linguistic and cultural exchange for
humanitarian, development and human rights goals detailed in the first four items
when the UNESCO Universal Declaration was adopted. Along with exploring how did
Arabic and the Arab world benefit from these decisions compared to the other official
languages of the organization? By that | imply Arabic literature, folklore, education

and so on.

Third: Looking into the impact of the current Arab countries efforts to nurture and
activate this resolution at a commensurate level with the significance and role of Arabic

in human civilization.

Based on these three aspects, | ensured that this book, of three chapters and six
sections, would be comprehensive and objective in undertaking the history of this
resolution, milestones and issues that preceded the resolution and contributed to its
issuance. Including as well, the great role and efforts of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in

this particular case.
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Preface

“The General Assembly,

Recognizing the significant role of the Arabic language in preserving and

disseminating the civilization of man and culture,

Recognizing further that Arabic is the language of nineteen Members of the United
Nations and is a working language in such specialized agencies as the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, the World Health Organization and the International Labour
Organization, as well as an official and working language of the Organization

of African Unity,

Aware of the need to achieve greater international co-operation and to promote
harmonization of the actions of nations as envisaged in the charter of the

United Nations,

Noting with appreciation the assurances of the Arab States Members of the United
Nations that they will meet collectively the cost of implementing the present resolution

during the three years,

Decided to include Arabic among the official and working languages of the General
and its Main Committees and amend accordingly the relevant provisions of the rules of

procedure of the Assembly.
2206th plenary meeting

18 December 1973”



The inclusion of Arabic as one of the six official languages of the United Nations
has made official documents such as agreements, declarations, decisions and reports
accessible to the Arab reader, thereby helping to disseminate the Organization’s values
and principles in the Arab world. It also enhanced the status of the Arabic language,
placing it on an equal footing with other world languages, and led to the emergence
of a new political and legal lexicon. International organizations have sought the help
of highly qualified translators who were able to Arabize political, economic and legal
terminologies. Hence, United Nations translations became an important source of
reference for many terms that were later commonly used in the press and various Arab
media. All this helped to standardize the use of Arabic terminology among the peoples
of the Arab world.

This book deserves the highest commendation and appreciation for shedding light on
an important stage in the history of the Arabic language in international organizations.
In conclusion, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to His Highness the Minister
of Culture for his generous patronage, to the officials of the Ministry of Culture who
supported this project, and to the King Salman International Academy for the Arabic
Language, and especially His Excellency its Secretary-General and his officials, for their
tireless efforts in promoting the Arabic language which embodies the cultural identity
of our Arab world and constitutes an authoritative source of reference for Muslims

throughout the world.

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations - New York

Dr. Abdulaziz bin Mohammed Alwasil



Introduction

The United Nations and its specialized agencies are the umbrella under which all
nations of different races, cultures and languages come together for dialogue, discussion
and negotiation with a view to taking decisions and, since language is the medium for all
that, it was necessary to adopt certain languages for communication. It can be said that
the adoption of official languages at the United Nations was necessitated on numerous

political and cultural grounds which require lengthy explanation.

There are, undoubtedly, factors that have made Arabic a global language which
deserves to take its rightful place among the official languages of the United Nations.
The Arabic language has preserved its cultural identity and is distinguished by the fact
that it is the medium for the transmission of a great spiritual intellectual, literary and

scientific heritage extending over more than fourteen centuries.

With the increase in the number of independent Arab countries and their accession to
the United Nations, the need to adopt the Arabic language in international organizations
increased. The fifties and sixties of the last century witnessed the beginnings of the
use of the Arabic language in the work and conferences of international organizations,
and particularly in specialized agencies such as UNESCO, the International Labour
Organization (ILO) and the World Health Organization (WHO.) At the beginning of the
seventies, efforts intensified to expand the use of the Arabic language in international
organizations and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, together with its sister Arab countries,
played a central role in promoting approval of the Arabic language as an official
language of the United Nations. Those efforts culminated in the General Assembly

resolution adopted in December 1973.



and difficulties in Arabic enablement within the organization itself, how the current
linguistic initiatives and projects are, and what we can anticipate in the future and seek

to achieve to maximize the impact of its presence.

Approaching the 50th anniversary of Arabic language inclusion in the United Nations,
the Academy offers and aspires this publication to mark this contribution to benefit
researchers and become a specialized reference in the history of the Arabic language in

the United Nations.

Finally, we thank the researchers and the book’s editor for their efforts in investigating

the history and evoking the documents and decisions that resulted in this accreditation.

Acting Secretary-General of the King Salman
Global Academy for Arabic Language

Prof. Abdullah bin Saleh Al-Washmi



King Salman Global Academy
for Arabic Language Foreword

One of the most important indicators of the global strength and vitality of languages
is their presence in international organizations. It is, without a doubt, a clear indication
of the presence of the identity of the language’s speakers, culture and influence in
the linguistic and diplomatic global scene; and perhaps the most prominent of these

international organizations is the United Nations.

The history and presence of the Arabic language in the United Nations have always
been a subject of narratives and discussion in various scientific, cultural and linguistic

policies and ethnographic studies.

Hence, the Academy have dedicated this book to document the history of the Arabic
language in the United Nations, and to demonstrate the significant milestones that went

through the journey and historical events in officially including Arabic in the UN.

We wanted to go beyond and explore the linguistic reality of the Arabic language
before the UN inclusion. Therefore, reflect on the impact of this presence in terms
of linguistic and cultural pluralism, and the efforts of the diplomatic Arab countries,
including the essential role of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in influencing the adaptation

decision of the UN.

In the first and second chapters, we went through the scientific documentation of
the history of the Arabic language in the UN, yet we found ourselves facing pressing

questions. These questions, addressed in the third chapter, revolved around the gaps
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